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Dear Student,

This activity book was created as a fun introduction to the California State Legislature.

California has a bicameral legislature, meaning that it has two houses — the Senate
and the Assembly. Both are located in the California State Capitol in Sacramento.
The State is divided into legislative districts — 40 Senate and 80 Assembly.

The California constitution was written in English and Spanish.

During breaks in the two-year legislative session, Senators go home to their districts
to meet with their constituents, the people who live in the district.

California limits the amount of time legislators can serve to 12 years. This is known as
Term Limits. Senators run for re-election every four years, Members of the Assembly
every two.

The legislative or “lawmaking” process begins with an idea. If you have an idea for a
new law, you can present it to your Senator and ask to have it written into a new piece
of legislation, or what is commonly referred to as a “bill.”

Before the house can vote on a bill, it has to be reviewed by smaller groups of legislators
in committees. Policy committees discuss policy issues like education, and fiscal
committees review bills that have a fiscal impact on the State budget.

Once a bill has passed the committees, it is presented to all of the Members on the “floor”
of the house. This “Floor Session” is where every Member of the house can vote on the
bill. Senators use a voice vote, answering “Aye” or “No” when their names are called,
while Members of the Assembly vote by pressing a button at their desks.

A lot can happen to a bill while it goes through the process. To make sure things go
smoothly, each house elects a leader to oversee proceedings. The Senate elects a
President pro Tempore and the Assembly elects a Speaker.

This should give you a head start with this activity booklet. Have fun!
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LECISLATIVE CROSSWORD PUZZLE
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FUN FACTS ABOUT CALIFORNIA

State Motto: Eurcka; appears on the State’s Great Seal. It is a Greek word meaning “I have found it”,

referring to the discovery of gold.

State Nickname: The Golden State is a good state nickname since modern California’s success
started with the discovery of gold.

State Colors: Blue and gold are California’s official state colors. They are also the colors of the

University of California.
State Song: I Love You, California was chosen as the state song in 1951.
State Insect: The California Dogface Butterfly is found nowhere else.

State Mineral: Gold was designated the official state mineral in 1965. California has produced

more gold than any other state and it can still be panned from streambeds today.

State Cem: Benitoite (also referred to as “blue diamond”) was named in 1907 after the river, county,
and nearby mountain range where it was found - Benito - and was designated as the official state gem on
October 1, 1985.

State Rock: Serpentine was named in 1965. California was the first state to designate a state rock.

It is a shiny, green and blue rock found throughout California.

State Flower: The Golden Poppy, sometimes known as the flame flower or the cup of gold, became
the state flower in 1903.

State Animal: The California Grizzly Bear became the official state animal in 1953.
The Grizzly Bear appears on the California State Flag and the State Seal.

State Tree: The California Redwood was designated the official state tree by the State Legislature
in 1937. Coastal Redwoods are the tallest trees in the world.

State Fish: The California Golden Trout is found only in the icy streams of the high Sierra.
State Bird: The California Valley Quail became the official state bird in 1931.

State Marine Mammal: The Gray Whale, measuring 35 to 50 feet in length and around 20 to 40 tons

in weight, was designated the state marine mammal in 1975.

California’s Gold Rush: The Gold Rush began on January 24, 1848 when James Marshall
discovered gold and triggered California’s population to increase by 250,000 people by the end of 1852.

State Dinosaur: Augustynolophus morrisi became California’s official dinosaur in 2017.

Fossilized remains have only been found in California.

For more fun facts, go to library.ca.gov/california-history/state-symbols

4



10.
11.
12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

. Found in the High Sierra streams:

. Also the colors of the University of California: __

. Chosenin1951: __
. California state insect:
. California’s official state marine mammal: __
. Located on the State Seal and the State Flag:
. California’s nickname:

. California’s Capital:

FILL IN THE BLANKS

Use the clue to figure out the word(s). Write the word(s) in the blanks.

. California’s official state tree:

I have found it!:

Brought many settlers to California: __

Named in 1907 after a river, county, and nearby mountain range:

California has produced more of this than any other state:

Fossilized remains found only in California:

In what language was the California constitution

written in:




WORD SEARCH

Words may be found diagonally and backwards. Good luck!
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Blue and Gold
Constituents

Eureka

Assembly

Democrat

Capitol

Floor Session

Republican
Gold

Dogface Butterfly

Golden Poppy
Gold Rush

Sacramento
Redwood
Senate

Golden Trout
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Grizzly Bear

Legislature

I Love You California

Serpentine

Constitution

Term Limits
Valley Quail

The Golden State

Benitoite

Independent
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CALIFORNIA'S STATE CAPITALS

Sacramento was not the original State Capital of California.

California has had four different State Capitals from 1849 to present.

Monterey Colton Hall
(September 9, 1849 to October 13, 1849)

Monterey was the site of California’s first State Constitutional
Convention. During the convention 48 delegates wrote
California’s first constitution and discussed the need for

a suitable seat for California’s government. Offers for

accommodations poured in from communities of all sizes.

San Jose
(November 13, 1849 to May 1, 1851)

The First and Second Sessions of the Legislature convened

in San Jose. The Capitol building was a two-story adobe
hotel. The Members disliked the building, as well as the town,
and wanted to move the Capital from San Jose immediately.
The Senate Committee on Public Buildings reported a bill
recommending the relocation of the Capital to the town of

Vallejo. The Governor approved the move on February 4, 1851.

Vallejo
(January 5, 1852 to February 4, 1853)

The Third Session of the Legislature convened in Vallejo

on January 5, 1852. The scene was hectic and disorganized.
Furniture and supplies had not been delivered and few if any
of the buildings in town had been finished. A compromise
was made that Vallejo would remain the permanent Capital
while the legislators went to Sacramento on January 16, 1852,

to complete the Session.

The following year, on January 3, 1853, the Legislature

assembled again in Vallejo. Conditions were not much better and the Members wanted to leave Vallejo
again. Benicia offered free use of its new city hall and a port of call at which all river traffic stopped. So,
on February 4, 1853, the Legislature passed a bill ordering the seat of government be moved instantly to
the City of Benicia.



Benicia

(February 4, 1853 to February 25, 1854)

The Fourth Session reconvened in Benicia. Bad weather and
insufficient accommodations made Sacramento’s offer of a

free courthouse too good to pass up. On February 25, 1854,
a bill was signed naming Sacramento the permanent seat

of government.

Sacramento
(February 25, 1854 to present)

The first State House in Sacramento (1854), the new Capitol, was
surrounded by no less than 55 hotels. Sacramento was one of the
most accessible cities in the state with rapid communications
available by telegraph. Soon after the conclusion of Session there
was a terrible fire that destroyed the courthouse along with a
considerable portion of the city.

Sacramento’s second courthouse was ready for occupancy in

less than four months. Legislation was neither distracted nor
delayed when the building was completed in January 1855. In

1854 land was donated by the City of Sacramento at 9th and 10th, I and J Streets. Construction began

in December of 1856 but was soon stopped. Members again wanted to move the Capital. The Supreme
Court ruled, and later reversed itself, that San Jose was still the state capital. In 1860 Sacramento gifted
four blocks between L and N, 10th and 12th Streets to build a new Capitol building. The Legislature
appropriated $500,000 as a construction fund, and appointed a commission to superintend the building
of a capitol. On December 9, 1861, Sacramento was completely looded. On January 10, 1862, a second
flooding occurred in Sacramento. The Legislature decided to

temporarily move to San Francisco :

(January 24, 1862 to May 15, 1862). :

Ground broke September 24, 1860, and the first cornerstone was
laid on May 15, 1861. Construction took 14 years to complete.
On November 26, 1869, the offices of the Governor and
Secretary of State were occupied, and on December 6, the

Legislature convened in the new chambers. California’s Capital
finally came to rest.

In 1958, the historic Capitol building in Benicia was restored to its original condition and rededicated
as a State Historic Park. To honor the occasion, the Legislature moved the capital to Benicia for one day,
March 15, 1958. Then in the year 2000, to celebrate the 150th anniversary of California statehood,

the Legislature adopted SCR 54, calling for the Legislature to convene once again in Benicia to pay
homage to California’s rich past.
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TRUE OR FALSE

True False
1. Sacramento has always been the location of California’s State Capital. ] ]
2. Flooding was responsible for relocating the Capital. ] ]
3. Benicia was the State Capital for only one year. ] ]
4. Sacramento appropriated $500,000 as a construction fund. ] ]
5. Construction for one Capitol building took 12 years to complete. ] ]
6. One Capitol building was involved in a terrible fire. ] ]
7. The Fourth Session occurred in Vallejo. ] ]
8. The scene at the Vallejo Capital was hectic. ] ]
9. The current Capitol building is located at 9th and J Street. ] ]
10. The site of the 1st Constitutional Convention was Colton Hall. ] ]
11. The word “capitol” refers to a building. ] ]
12. I know a little more about the State Capitol. ] ]




WHERE AM 1?

These are pictures of things found inside the California State Capitol.

How many can you find? Write in their location.

R B K




WHERE AM 1?

15 16
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YOUR STATE REPRESENTATIVES

Many constituents write letters and call their state representatives to talk about issues.

Find out who the representatives are for your community and how they can be reached.

California State Officers:

Governor:

Name:

Phone: ( ) E-mail:
Address:

State Senator:

Name:

Phone: ( ) E-mail:
Address:

State Assembly Member:

Name:

Phone: ( ) E-mail:
Address:

State officials can be found at:

« the front section of the phone book
« the California State Government website: ca.gov
« the California Senate website: senate.ca.gov, and

« the California State Assembly website: assembly.ca.gov.




ANSWER KEY

Legislative Fill in the Blanks Where Am I?
Crossword Puzzle

1. Golden Trout 1. 1st Floor
5] e 2. Blue and Gold 2. 2nd Floor
e[ [c[n[T]Y] [o] [A] 3. California Redwood 3. B, 1,2,3 - Staircases
S| Rl [c] 4. I Love You, California 4. B, 1,2,3,4 - Historic Elevators
LT HENBEBREA 5. Dogface Butterfly 5. 1st Floor - Governor’s
&l L LY 6. Gray Whale Private Office
I ! 7. Grizzly Bear 6. Assembly Chamber
clofmm] I Tr]rTeles] 1 fh
T W N 8. Golden State 7. 1st Floor - Secretary of the
T — Senate
S A | v|E T 9. Sacramento
== e 0 o] 10. Eureka 8. B,1,2,3 - Wooden Staircases
5] (o] V] _ 11. Valley Quail 9. 2nd Floor - Tile Floor Design
E E E _ 12. Gold Rush 10. Basement
Y

LA | % — [T | 13. Benitoite 11. Senate Chamber

T E 12. Basement

14. Golden Po
Llelc|t|s| la]|T|[U|R]|E 1;' . b PPy 13. B,1,2,3,4 - Historic Elevators
. Serpentine
Ll | T] i M| P 14. Basement - Gift Shop
A u S L 16. Gold
1 =] I o 15. Senate Chambers
W1 LE] | 17. Augustynolophus N 7
S N M Morrisi 16. 1st Floor - Historic
okl = 1 Treasurer’s Office
[sTels[s]1To]n] [T]
S
[5] True or False

1. False, California’s State Capital was located
Word Search in numerous cities.

YGLOOD 2. True, Sacramento was completely

PIMUNT E I flooded in 1861.

; 8 I E L 4 3 ll:, 3. True, from 1853 to 1854.
R a}. h ATTT 4. False, the Legislature appropriated
D 'A»(“ .*h L A’ﬁ L $500,000, not Sacramento.
| b Qt JIT(LIA I 5. False, beginning in 1861, construction
24 E :: AN é I g 'II' took 14 years to complete.
TATBDL 63 ulol B% S \Sq G 6. True, fire destroyed the Capitol building
TORATL N F_ONTNE Q u NTB%& and a large portion of Sacramento.
,E(F LOORISIES S E\O N TIM E| EfE} Y 7. False, the 3rd Session occurred in Vallejo.
(GOLDEN[T[ROUML I|T|D OD|G| E|z|L . . )
(A ITNROF[IIL AdUOY[ElvOLIDL IO 8. True, in 1852 furniture & supplies were not
N OB EN I|[T[Oo I TIEIE F[R[S R[O|S|L|R[O delivered and few buildings in the city were
(N AC I L B[UP EBIN|S E[F|G P[G|L|ALGIN even completed.
8('_?‘ E Em -II— \I\cl IIE ? é E IFE # -II_- R lI-EI '_?‘Q/é FE E 9. False, the current Capitol building is

\ Y

CSOLERQESULTS LRALUL C | pecetedEIothiand et
TGTSTR ASELAHWYARIGQ@PO 10. True, in 1849, Colton Hall, located in
AYTSESONOEUCNYLBMESSA Monterey.

11. True, the word “capital” refers to a place.

12. True or false — hopefully true.
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